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A year of journaling inspiration through the most beloved hymns, based the bestselling Then
Sings My Soul series.Pastor Rob Morgan's inimitable style will help people reacquaint
themselves with the hymns of the faithful. His goal is to keep these traditional hymns vital and
meaningful to all generations. Hymns speak to our soul and add depth and meaning as we
worship God through song.This year-long devotional journal shares the emotion behind the
hymns of faith that have changed many lives throughout history — not only the people whose
faith led them to write these wonderful hymns but also the people whose faith has been
transformed by reading, hearing, and singing the songs. Designed to be personally reflective
and inspire prayer, each week-long experience allows readers to experience the hymn
through:reflection questionsprayer promptsjournaling spacehistoric quotesthe actual hymn with
music and lyricsits historical backgroundDraw near to God and deepen your prayer life as you
make your way through these 52 hymns that center around the theme of joyous prayer in
the Then Sings My Soul Prayer Journal. 
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Whom All Blessings FlowNotesIndex—Alphabetical by TitleIndex—Author/SongwriterIndex—
First Line of HymnAbout the AuthorINTRODUCTIONWhen my wife, Katrina, was weak and
dying, I put my arms beneath her and lifted her from her wheelchair into her bed. She was a bit
confused, but I heard her mumbling something that touched me to the depths of my heart: “My
gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, to spread through all the earth abroad the
honors of Thy name.”Then she repeated the last line: “. . . to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of Thy name.” It was a long-loved stanza of Charles Wesley’s great anthem “O for a
Thousand Tongues to Sing.”Katrina was whispering those words, almost subconsciously, as a
prayer addressed to God, asking His help in proclaiming the glories of His name as long as she
lived. She leaned on that hymn in death because she’d known it all her life. It was part of her
lifelong internal collection of the great hymns—what I call her perpetual canon of praise.Today’s
Christian worship and praise music is wonderful—a blessing to my heart. We should always be
singing a new song to the Lord, and every generation needs to contribute to the vast body of our
hymnody. I’m having a problem, however, retaining most of the newer songs in my long-term
memory because they come and go like cars on a turnpike. Just as I become familiar with one,
it’s pushed aside by a newer one. None of them are settling into my lifelong personal treasure of
worship because all of them are here today, gone tomorrow.That truly isn’t a criticism, because
many of them have become dear to me. But somehow most of the newer songs are endearing
but not enduring.I’m also on a mission to save the great hymns of the faith that have outlasted
the centuries and permeated the souls of one generation after another. We should know these
hymns, teach them to our children, sing them in our churches, and treasure them in our
devotions. The wonderful hymns in this prayer journal don’t come and go like the latest style of
jeans. They stay with us for a lifetime. They’ve blessed generations through the years, and
because of their shelf life, their words have a way of lodging in our memories.As long as we don’t
lose them.A friend recently asked me why we should retain the hymns since methods of ministry
change while the message does not. That’s a great question. A modern praise song may have
essentially the same message as “Amazing Grace,” but in a more up-to-date mode. Why not
discard the former and keep the latter?Well, when Ezra was compiling the Hebrew hymnal—I’m
almost certain it was Ezra who collected the psalms into the final arrangement we have in our
Bibles—he included the most modern songs available (such as Psalm 126, written at the end of
the Babylonian captivity about 539 BC) alongside much older hymns like Psalm 90, written by
Moses nearly a thousand years before.There’s an ingenious philosophy behind that approach to
worship, and it’s reflected in the words of Jesus—truly wise people bring out of their storehouses
treasures both new and old (Matthew 13:52). We need to stay anchored to the past while
pressing into the future. If we lose our heritage, we’ll simply float with the tides and trends and,
likely as not, we’ll end up in shallow waters.The Bible tells us to sing “psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs” (Ephesians 5:19). Biblical scholars have debated the differences among those
terms, but it seems pretty clear to me. Psalms are words of Scripture put to music, especially
from the Old Testament book of Psalms. Hymns are sturdy, objective, durable, lasting anthems



of praise—the kind you’ll find in this prayer journal. And spiritual songs are fresher, lighter, mostly
subjective, and newer.I speak in a lot of churches, and many congregations are obeying only
one-third of this command. We have lots of “spiritual songs,” and thank God for them. Still, let’s
not dismiss the psalms and hymns or relegate them to the nursing homes. I often tell
congregations that older people badly need to sing newer music, and younger people badly
need to sing the older hymns.The classic without the contemporary is dated; the contemporary
without the classic is detached. When you blend the two, you have something deep, durable,
and divine.On an encouraging note, the classic hymns have never been more accessible. I
almost always have my online music tuned to the great hymns. I cherish them. I relish
remembering their words. I’m uplifted when I hear the fabulous strains of “Be Thou My Vision,”
“Jesus Shall Reign,” and “O Worship the King.”The songs we’ve known all our lives remain in our
memories even when our memories begin to fade and the Lord initiates the process of taking us
Home. And if there’s a song in this prayer journal you don’t know, congratulations! You have a
new treasure to discover.The focus of Then Sings My Soul Prayer Journal is . . . prayer. Most of
the hymns you’ll find within these covers are worded in the form of prayer, and how many times
I’ve needed them! Some days when my soul is downcast and my prayers aren’t forthcoming, I
can listen to “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty,” which is a prayer addressed to God, and
pretty soon I’m singing along with the recording and my melancholy is broken. I’ve never failed to
be moved by the stanza that says:Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,Though the
eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,Perfect in
power, in love, and purity.“Take My Life and Let It Be” is Frances Havergal’s great consecration
hymn, and its stanzas cover every area of life. It’s a wonderful prayer to pray as we daily
rededicate ourselves to God.Recently I’ve really started to appreciate “I Need Thee Every Hour.”
Sometimes as I walk from my home to my office, I find myself singing:I need Thee, O I need
thee,Ev’ry hour I need Thee!O bless me now, my Savior,I come to Thee!The truth is, I have a
personal connection to all the hymns in this collection. I recall Ruth Bell Graham telling me that
when nothing else would lift a cloud of discouragement from her mind, she would sing “Immortal,
Invisible, God Only Wise.”I recall learning “Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting” while in college, and I
bumped into it again in reading the biography of missionary Hudson Taylor. It was his favorite
hymn, and the message behind that hymn changed his life and ministry.The words of “All
Creatures of Our God and King” thrilled me so much I traveled to the little town of Assisi to visit
the place where St. Francis composed it.About a month before Katrina passed away, we had a
visit from a group of German church musicians, led by my friend Johannes Schroeder. Katrina
had returned home from the hospital only the day before, so we had a meal catered on the patio.
Afterward the group gathered around her and sang several great German hymns. I told them our
favorite German hymn was “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” by Joachim Neander. I still have
the video of their voices filling the place, singing forth as my dear wife’s face lit up like
sunshine.The hymns can do that. Mature Christians often look back over their lives and find
certain hymns etched into their experiences at critical times. I recall my senior year in college,



facing graduation without any idea what to do next. Some afternoons, I’d hike through the woods
around our campus, singing, “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Me.”And He did.As a young man, I
worked in the Billy Graham crusades, and some of the most sacred moments in the museum of
my memories involve Dr. Graham finishing his sermon and bowing his head as the choir sang,
“Just As I Am Without One Plea.” I watched night after night as hundreds of people filed toward
the platform to receive Jesus as their Savior and Lord.I recall my mother singing “What a Friend
We Have in Jesus.”I recall my friend Tom Tipton singing “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.”Perhaps
my favorite hymn in this collection is the great hymn of gratitude “Now Thank We All Our God.”
It’s another German hymn, written during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648). It’s not familiar to a
lot of people; but once you learn it, you’ll never leave it. Just ponder the second verse with me a
moment:O may this bounteous GodThrough all our life be near us,With ever joyful heartsAnd
blessed peace to cheer us,And keep us in His grace,And guide us when perplexed,And free us
from all illsIn this world and the next.Have you ever seen the word “perplexed” in a hymn or
song? Yet how often do we feel perplexed? Whenever I’m confused about life, I turn to this great
hymn and sing it as a prayer to Him who knows the way.Here, then, are fifty-two hymns you can
study, sing, pray, share, and add to your lifelong canon of praise. Let’s encourage our churches
to sing them, because we don’t want to become the first generation since the Reformation to
lose all that’s come before us. The loss would be greater than we can endure. Except for the
Bible, our hymnals provide the greatest treasure trove of theological and devotional material in
existence anywhere.Let’s sing a new song to the Lord—without losing the old ones!Come, Thou
Almighty King,Help us Thy name to sing,Help us to praise . . . !WEEK 1COME, THOU
ALMIGHTY KING1757This is one of our oldest English hymns, but its authorship is unknown. It
was published in or before 1757, and one of the oldest imprints is in a four-page Methodist
pamphlet. Some people have attributed it to Charles Wesley. But most hymnologists reject that
attribution since it’s written to a meter that Wesley never used and the great hymnist never
claimed it as his own. A number of old sources speculate that the real author was Rev. Martin
Madan (1726–1790), who was an English lawyer–turned–Methodist preacher with a reputation
as a stirring orator and a gifted musician.At first, this hymn was sung to the same tune as “God
Save the King.” On the American side of the Atlantic, we use the same tune for “My Country, ’Tis
of Thee.” Just as an experiment, try singing a verse of “Come, Thou Almighty King” to this
slower, more somber melody. There’s an interesting story connected with it. During the American
Revolution, while British troops were occupying New York City and appeared to be winning the
war, a group of English soldiers went to church one Sunday morning in Long Island. The setting
was tense. The occupiers demanded the congregation sing “God Save the King” in honor of
King George III. The organist was forced to begin playing the tune—but instead of singing “God
Save the King,” the congregation broke out in “Come, Thou Almighty King.”1Point made.I don’t
remember not knowing this hymn. In the mountain church I attended in childhood, it was one of
three songs that opened almost every Sunday morning service, the others being “Holy, Holy,
Holy! Lord God Almighty” and “O Worship the King.” I love those hymns to this day. After all, what



better prayer can a church offer than: “Come, and Thy people bless, and give Thy word
success”?Since 1769, the majestic tune ITALIAN HYMN has been used as the musical setting
for “Come, Thou Almighty King.” It was composed by Felice de Giardini, the Italian composer
and violinist.VERSE OF THE WEEK“I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—I, and not
some foreign god among you.You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.Yes,
and from ancient days I am he.No one can deliver out of my hand.When I act, who can reverse
it?”—ISAIAH 43:12–13 (NIV)REFLECTWe learn here that this hymn was sung in a nonviolent
protest against British occupation during the American Revolution. How is God’s royalty different
from human royalty?[Your Notes]The verses of this hymn highlight the three persons of the
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, beginning with the Father in verse one. What does it mean to
have a Father who is also a King?[Your Notes]Verse two asks Christ to grant a “spirit of holiness.”
What would that look like?[Your Notes]Verse three notes that the Holy Spirit is a “spirit of power.”
How have you experienced that power in your life?[Your Notes]O Trinity, my all, You are the
immensity in which I can lose myself, the Almighty Power to which I can surrender, the holy
ground in which I can bury myself, the infinitely beautiful light which I can contemplate for all
eternity. Amen.—ELISABETH CATEZ (1880–1906)PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK[Your
Notes]WEEK 2GOD, OUR FATHER, WE ADORE THEE1884George Frazer, the twenty-year-old
son of an Irish police inspector, was working in a Dublin bank when his older brother invited him
to an evangelistic rally. The evangelist, Dr. H. Grattan Guinness, was drawing huge crowds in
Dublin’s Rotunda. George went with his brother but they were unable to get in because of the
crowds. Climbing a guttering pipe, George viewed the service through an upper window. Dr.
Guiness’s sermon pierced his heart, and George struggled for two weeks before yielding his life
to Christ. He continued working at the bank, but George was a new man. He reveled in sharing
his faith with others. Soon he was engaged in personal and public evangelistic work. At length,
he entered full-time ministry, moving to England and settling in the town of Cheltenham. There
he published three volumes on hymns, Midnight Praises, Day-Dawn Praises, and The Day
Spring.His widely loved hymn on the Trinity, “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee,” first appeared in
Midnight Praises in 1884 and was published in the United States in 1904. (In 1952, Alfred
Loizeaux replaced Frazer’s original third verse with a revised stanza about the Holy
Spirit.)George Frazer was fifty-six when he passed away. “I grieve to leave my work for the
Master . . . and all whom I love,” he said, “but it is infinitely more precious to me to be with Christ
than all besides.” His tombstone says:GEORGE WEST FRAZERDEPARTED TO BE WITH
CHRISTJANUARY 24, 1896, AGED 56“THOU REMAINEST” (HEB. 1.11)HIS SPIRIT NOW HAS
WINGED ITS WAY TO THOSE BRIGHT REALMS OF CLOUDLESS DAY;THEN, MOURNER,
CEASE TO WEEP; FOR BETTER IS IT THUS TO BEFROM SELF, THE WORLD, AND SATAN
FREE, BY JESUS PUT TO SLEEP.VERSE OF THE WEEKAnd, Thou, Lord, in the beginning
hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall
perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment.—HEBREWS 1:10–11
(KJV)REFLECTThe words “Thou remainest” from Hebrews 1, featured on hymnist George



Frazer’s tombstone, seem to allude to Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:8. What does Paul say
about being absent from the body?[Your Notes]Stanza one uses quotation marks when referring
to Christians as “holy, without blame,” referencing Ephesians 1:4. Is it easy or difficult for you to
accept this description of yourself?[Your Notes]Stanza one refers to the Father as “Abba.” Do you
remember this term being used in Scripture? What does it mean to you?[Your Notes]Stanza
three (Alfred Loizeaux’s addition) refers to the Holy Spirit as a “heavenly guest.” Have you
experienced this to be true? In what ways?[Your Notes]O Lord, let me not henceforth desire
health or life, except to spend them for You, with You, and in You. You alone know what is good
for me; do, therefore, what seems best to You. Give to me, or take from me; conform my will to
Yours; and grant that, with humble and perfect submission, and in holy confidence, I may receive
the orders of Your eternal Providence; and may equally adore all that comes to me from You;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.—BLAISE PASCAL (1623–1662)PRAYER REQUESTS
FOR THE WEEK[Your Notes]WEEK 3SHOUT TO THE LORD1993The Bible contains promises
for every problem and a word of assurance for every need. When faced with anger or anxiety, we
can always find a word from God to nudge us onward and upward—if only we’ll open His Book.
That’s what Darlene Zschech did one dark day in 1993.Darlene was born in 1965 in Brisbane,
Australia, and she grew up singing. When she was about fifteen, her father, who had recently
given his life to Christ, enrolled her in a Christian scouting program; and through that program
she received Jesus Christ as her Savior.Years later, one day in 1993, Darlene faced a daunting
and discouraging personal problem. In her heaviness, she entered the study of her home and
sat at the old and out-of-tune piano her parents had given her when she was five. Opening her
Bible, she started reading Psalm 96.As Darlene meditated on that psalm, her fingers pressed
the keys of the piano, and the music and words began to flow. In about twenty minutes the song
was done. For several days she sang it to herself as the truths of the song ministered to her own
heart. She had not previously called herself a songwriter, so Darlene was reluctant to share it
with anyone. But mustering her courage, she finally asked the music pastor at her church to
listen to it. She was so nervous she kept stopping and apologizing. She even asked him to stand
over by the wall and turn away from her while she sang it.He assured her the song was
wonderful, and shortly afterward they sang “Shout to the Lord” during the offering at church. The
congregation took to it quickly, standing and joining in the song, though the words hadn’t been
prepared for bulletin or screen. Darlene’s pastor, Brian Houston, predicted it would be sung
around the world.And so it has.VERSE OF THE WEEKSing to the LORD a new song;sing to the
LORD, all the earth.Sing to the LORD, praise his name;proclaim his salvation day after day.—
PSALM 96:1–2 (NIV)REFLECTDarlene Zschech wrote “Shout to the Lord” while feeling
discouraged and sad. How does singing it make you feel?[Your Notes]The psalms inspired
Zschech’s lyrics, especially Psalm 96. What does Psalm 100:1 say?[Your Notes]Consider this
line: “All of my days / I want to praise.” Desire (“want”) often determines whether or not we praise
God. What happens when you don’t really want to, but you do it anyway?[Your Notes]What does
Philippians 2:9–11 say about the sound of the name of Jesus?[Your Notes]
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LVReno, “Unique beautiful book. I purchased this as a gift for my mom, who manages and sings
in the music program at church. She has to come up with interesting songs that relate to the
pastor's message that day. This book contains an interesting background story for each hymn in
the book, adding a deeper layer to the selection. It's very pleasing to the eye, nicely laid out, and
is perfect as a gift for anyone who loves hymns.”

Gigi, “Love this book. My small group is using it for a summer study. Can cover 1-2 hymns per
week as stand-alone lessons. Make sure to order the straight book or the one with the prayer
journal if you are using in a group. I love the back story of the hymns along with the reflection
prompts. I end up humming an old favorite as I go through my day.”

Wahoo Patty, “Great hymns!! Nice book!!!. Purchased for my mother. She likes it very much.
Very informative with history of the hymns.  Very nice book.  I would recommend.  Thank you.”

B. LINK, “OK journal.. Not mentioned by the seller, but there were pages torn out of this book
(end of Intro and first 2 hymns/devos). Otherwise, it was a clean, tightly bound book. The
content is not very deep and not, particularly what I was looking for, but I like that it has many
hymns in it and includes the music. I have done better "hymn story" studies that go deeper into
Scripture and challenge me spiritually.”

Nanaknowsbest, “This book will touch your heart with song. Loved this book and would highly
recommend it!”

SA, “Great. Exactly what I expected”

Lila Clark, “Then Sings My Soul. Then Sings my Soul - I not only love the hymns but the story
behind each one. I also ordered one for a gift and was told they appreciated and love it as much
as I do.”

wend, “Beautiful book. Bought as a present and ordered 3 more for people. Absolutely lovely
book, well made and worth the money. Gives a hymn, story about the hymn and reflections and
other stuff. Highly recommend but hope it does not go up in price because of this. It's hard to
find good Christian resources at an affordable price.”

The book by Robert J. Morgan has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 176 people have provided feedback.
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